AFTER THE WAR
already in our favour and could be so increased. Thus we
should create one stable trading-area in a world of economic
flux. Secondly, as we believe in the special merits of the form
of civilization existing in the British Empire, and we wish to
foster that form of civilization, it was necessary and advisable
to strengthen by economic means the already existing senti-
mental ties between its various component parts. Without
the basis of imperial sentiment, imperial economic prefer-
ence could not exist. If, therefore, it should be felt in France
and Britain that our civilizations should be blended in order
to endure more strongly, so will the economic systems of
the two Empires follow suit. The enormous advantage and
weapon of closer imperial economic union might well be
utilized in favour of those countries who in our view support
a Western Christian civilization, and the Ottawa Agreements
might even be extended to Scandinavia and the Low Coun-
tries, always provided that political sentiment in all these
countries will support closer economic union. It is often
forgotten to-day that Politics must be the master of Eco-
nomics, if man is to reach and maintain his proper stature.

Such a Franco-British union must provide the most
powerful impetus all over the world for Western civilization
based on the Christian conception of the maximum develop-
ment of the individual compatible with the security of the
community. In Africa and the Far East, in the Near East
and in Canada, the gain to the world would be immense.
But, if such a union is to succeed, we must above all things
not try to 'rush it,* but rather to foster in every way its
natural and gradual growth. The citizens of each of the two
Empires must, by improved communications, both material
and linguistic, familiarize themselves far more closely with
each other and recognize the many and great differences of
outlook as well as the points of agreement. Internally, France
should become increasingly Conservative after this war, as
long as ^'experience Blum' and the traitorous activities of
the Communists are not forgotten, and the old Republican
hatred of the Church seems now to be dead. Progress will be
increasingly seen to be a matter less of political allegiance
than of constructive work at home and overseas. The vital